VITAL

VHDL Initiative Toward ASIC Libraries

Steve Schulz North American Coordinator Phone: 214-575-2720 Fax: 214-575-6198 Email: ses@asd470.dseg.ti.com

William D. Billowitch VITAL Technical Director Phone: 610-882-3130 Fax: 610-882-3133 Email: wdb@vhdl.com

VITAL Email Reflector: vital@vhdl.org

MEMO: March 24, 1994

TO: All VITAL Member Companies (and other interested parties)

FROM: Steven E. Schulz (Texas Instruments)

SUBJECT: Release of VITAL v2.2b Specification Document

On behalf of the VITAL steering committee, we are pleased to announce the release of the VITAL v2.2b Model Development Specification.

The v2.2b specification document reflects the results of inputs and discussion by literally dozens of ASIC foundries, end users, and EDA vendors in response to v2.1e (released in December ‘93). The VITAL Public Review meeting, held February 8th in Mountain View, provided critical input that helped solidify remaining areas of ambiguity or uncertainty. Many of you chose to send your feedback directly to members of the VITAL steering committee, using email, FAX, and telephone. While not all requests could be incorporated into this revision, I am confident that we have succeeded in meeting VITAL’s basic design objectives, and eagerly look forward to your comments and continued support.

As you review this specification, please consider the following two essential questions:

1) Am I satisfied that VITAL is moving in the right direction?

2) Can I use VITAL to build/support accurate, sign-off quality ASIC libraries?

If you can answer yes to the above questions, then the VITAL steering committee would welcome your continued support with a “yes” vote of confidence for this effort. It is our sincere hope that, with your help, VITAL can move forward to the next stage in it’s evolution. As always, detailed technical comments are most strongly encouraged; we (the steering committee) will be reviewing all specific suggestions regardless of the outcome of our upcoming ballot process, and these comments will be documented along with the specification during the handoff to IEEE for standardization.

Within the next few weeks, each VITAL member company will have the opportunity to place their vote, giving VITAL authorization to proceed. Please study the document’s technical content carefully, and decide for yourself whether it is a sufficient foundation for VHDL ASIC library generation. The steering committee is recommending an affirmative vote, but asks for a prompt reply (and plenty of technical comments) regardless of your decision. More details concerning the balloting process will be forthcoming shortly, including specific actions which will result from the vote. Feel free to contact me personally if I can help answer any questions or concerns.

The VITAL steering committee looks forward to your feedback on how we’ve done.

Regards,

Steven E. Schulz, P.E.

(N. American Coordinator, VITAL) Defense System Electronics Group Texas Instruments